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CONNECTICUT INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
2019 Annual Report 

 

Introduction 
 

The Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program is a collaboration between UConn Extension and the Department of 
Plant Science & Landscape Architecture.  Since its inception in 1980, the UConn IPM Program has made great strides in 
developing and implementing sustainable methods for pest control throughout Connecticut.  Integrated Pest Management 
applies multiple tactics in a variety of settings through the selection of appropriate tools and the education of agricultural 
industry members and Connecticut citizens to provide sustainable, science-based approaches for the management of 
plant pests (insects, mites, diseases, wildlife, and weeds, including invasive plants).  The UConn IPM Program 
incorporates all possible crop management and pest management strategies through knowledgeable decision-making, 
utilizing the most efficient landscape and on-farm resources, and integrating cultural and biological controls.  Program 
objectives include maintaining the economic viability of agricultural and green industry businesses, enhancing and 
conserving environmental quality and natural resources, educating participants on the effective use of cultural practices to 
mitigate pest problems, of biological control agents, and educating pesticide users about bee safe materials, least toxic 
options, and the safe use and handling of organic and synthetic pesticide products.  The IPM Program Team includes 
Mary Concklin (fruit and IPM Coordinator), Leanne Pundt (greenhouse), Victoria Wallace (school, invasive, pollinators, turf 
and landscape), Jacob Ricker (nursery), Ana Legrand (vegetables), Shuresh Ghimire (vegetables), Abby Beissinger 
(diagnostician), Miriah Kelly (program evaluation) and Candace Bartholomew (pesticide safety education).  Jennifer 
Dacey, nursery IPM technician, left the University mid-year. 
 
The goal of IPM is to reduce the dependence of agricultural producers and green industry professionals, Connecticut 
citizens, and schools on pesticides while maintaining or improving productivity, crop quality, and quality of life.  The IPM 
Program has educated growers statewide about the judicious and safe use of organic and synthetic pesticides and 
alternative pest control methods.  
 
Broader adoption of IPM practices enhances responsible pest management and reduced management and production 
costs; minimizes adverse environmental and economic effects from pests and pest management; results in improved 
ecosystem quality and plant performance; and improves plant health, quality, yields, and aesthetics.  The use of IPM 
includes cultural controls; biological control agents; biological fungicides; physical and mechanical controls; the use of 
resistant cultivars; regulatory controls; behavioral modification; and, only when necessary, chemical controls, with the 
selection of least toxic products. IPM partners and collaborators include State and Federal agricultural and 
environmental/non-governmental agencies and organizations; State, New England, and Northeastern fruit, greenhouse, 
grounds keepers, nursery, turf, landscape, and vegetable associations; industry suppliers/dealers; regional universities; 
educators; schools and municipalities; individual growers, farmers, and producers; Master Gardeners; and the general 
public.  
 
IPM Program team members conduct intensive on-site educational training for fruit and vegetable producers, garden 
center owners, greenhouse growers, nursery producers and retailers, and turf and landscape professionals.  Growers and 
green industry professionals receive information on the current status of and recommendations for important plant pests 
and training via pest messages, email alerts, webinars, newsletters, articles in national trade journals, management 
guides, websites, social media, consultations and counseling via phone and text, site visits to their operations, workshops, 
field demonstrations and research projects, conferences, exhibits, and short courses.  IPM programs are evaluated 
through pre- and/or post-program surveys and evaluations, needs assessment surveys, focus groups, key informant 
interviews, testimonials, and unsolicited comments.  

 

Nectria.  Photo: Abby Beissinger 
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IPM Outcomes 
 

¶ There were 129,223 sessions created by 109,555 users of the IPM website (www.ipm.uconn.edu) during 2019, 
representing 164,311 page views. 

 

¶ Vegetable integrated pest management education was delivered to 550+ vegetable growers and stakeholders every 
week from May to September 2019 through 19 weekly vegetable pest alerts focusing on pests, pest management and 
decision-making, and safe pesticide use. 

 

¶ Over 450 invasive plant activities occurred in 35 Connecticut towns, reaching over 38,930 Connecticut citizens in 
2019, including agency and municipal staff. A minimum of 3,900 hours of intensive invasive plant training sessions 
and management activities was provided, as well as technical educational outreach. 

 

¶ 474 fruit growers and industry members received 116 fruit messages covering pest information, management 
strategies, cultural practices, meetings and educational programming updates.  

 

¶ 150 farmers, farm family members, veterinarians and agricultural service providers attended 2 workshops dealing with 
farmer stress, signs of depression and suicide ideology, effective communication techniques, and available resources. 

 

¶ School and municipal educational IPM workshops were delivered to 115 individuals from 45 towns. A Native Plant and 
Pollinator conference was delivered to 287 people, including school grounds managers, landscape professionals, 
town conservation commission members, educators, master gardeners, arborists, and government officials. 

 

            IPM Program Funding 
 

The Connecticut IPM Program is a collaboration between UConn Extension and the Department of Plant Science & 
Landscape Architecture.  The IPM Program Team acknowledges support from the following Federal, State, and private 
funding sources: 

  
Connecticut Department of Agriculture 

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) 

Connecticut Farm Bureau 

Connecticut School IPM Coalition 

Connecticut Veterinary Medical Association 

Grower donors and municipal and school grounds research participants throughout Connecticut 

Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) 

Multi-state Hatch Project NE-1032 

National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN) 

New England Vegetable & Berry Growersô Association 

Northeastern IPM Center (NEIPMC) 

Northeast Organic Farming Association of Connecticut (NOFA) 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) 

The University of Connecticut 

The University of Connecticut Research Excellence Program, Office of the Vice-president for Research  

Tufts Veterinary Field Service 

US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

USDA Agriculture and Food Research Initiative Education and Literacy Initiative (AFRI ELI) 

USDA Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP) 

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development 

Program (BFRDP) 

USDA NIFA Crop Protection and Pest Management (CPPM) Extension Implementation Program (EIP) 

USDA NIFA Integrated Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education (iPiPE) 

USDA NIFA Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) project 

USDA Northeast Region IR-4 Program 

USDA Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program 

USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) 

USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) Program 

http://www.ipm.uconn.edu/
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UConn IPM Program Team Delivers Educational Outreach 
 

Native Plant and Pollinator Conference. October 3, 2019. UConn Storrs 
Organizers: Victoria Wallace, Associate Extension Educator and Dr. Jessica Lubell, Dept. of Plant Science 

 
This conference featured presentations on Monarch Waystations by Adam Baker, University of Kentucky; Asters & 
Goldenrods: Autumnôs Pollinator Banquet by Heather Holm, Author and Pollinator Educator, Minnetonka, Minnesota; 
Evaluating Pollinator Attraction of Herbaceous Perennial Nativars by Annie White, ASLA, PhD, NECTAR Landscape 
Design Studio & Consulting, Burlington VT; Aronia Up Close: Built in Complexity and Potential by Dr. Mark Brand, 
Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture, University of Connecticut; and What We Know About 
Nativars, Pollinators, and the Nursery Industry: Making Informed Decisions by Dr. Jessica Lubell, Department of 

Plant Science and Landscape Architecture, University of Connecticut  A total of 287 people, including school grounds 

managers, landscape professionals, town conservation commission members, educators, master gardeners, arborists, 
and government officials attended the day long workshop.   

97% of the attendees who completed the evaluation forms stated that they were more knowledgeable about native plants 
and pollinators because of the program and would manage their landscapes/plant growing differently due to what they 
learned.  99% of attendees rated the program as good to excellent.  The respondents increased their understanding about 
implementing monarch butterfly waystations, utilizing key or underutilized plants for pollinator support (asters, goldenrods, 
Aronia spp.), and native herbaceous cultivars by 43%. 
 

    

 

 
 
 

As a Master Gardener, I speak to gardening groups regularly.  This has given me grounding and 
ñammunitionò to deliver the message to interested and skeptic gardeners. Lots of usable tidbits. 
 

Thanks so much for organizing this very informative conference.  It was super refreshing and run 
very well.  Pre-conference communication was very thorough. 
 

Annie Whiteôs presentation on ónativarsô was invaluable.  I gained science-based data to back up 
my design choices when presenting to clients. 
 

Professor Lubell did an excellent job of highlighting challenges to the industry to produce local 
ecotype natives for mass market. 
 

Thank you for the wonderful program today at UConn.  I found the information fascinating and 
came away far more informed than when I arrived.  The speakers were wonderful. 

Native Plant and Pollinator Conference attendeesô comments 

UConn Professor Mark Brand speaks about Aronia spp. (left). Photo: Jason Sheldon. 
Participants hear a presentation about Monarch butterflies (right). Photo: Alyssa Siegel-Miles 
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UConn Greenhouse Biological Control Conference. June 19, 2019. CAES, New Haven, CT   
Organizer: Leanne Pundt, Extension Educator and Rosa Raudales, Assistant Professor, Dept of Plant Science 
 
This conference featured presentations on Strategies for Success with Biological Controls: Planning and 
Forecasting by Ron Valentin, Bioworks; Proper Identification of Aphids, Thrips & Other Troublesome Pests 
and Grower Case Studies: Whatôs Working? by Suzanne Wainwright Evans, Buglady Consulting; Supplemental 
Foods and their Applications by Steven Arthurs, BioBee USA; and Biological Controls at DS Cole by Chris 
Schlegel, DS Cole Growers. 
 
This conference was attended by 69 folks from CT, MA, NY and IA. Of those that completed the evaluation forms, 98% 
rated the conference as useful to very useful and 98% stated that they learned something to adopt a new practice, 100% 
stated they learned something that day to help them better use biological control agents.  The majority (95%) were 
already using some biological controls agents (insects, fungicides or nematodes).  

 

 
 
Hemp Growers Meeting. June 26, 2019. UConn Tolland County Extension Center 
Organizer: Shuresh Ghimire, Assistant Extension Educator 

 
This meeting featured presentations on A Quick Update in CBD Hemp Research by Gerald A. Berkowitz, UConn; 
Growing Hemp in Field: What We Know about Cultural Practices by Shuresh Ghimire, UConn; Growing Hemp in 
Controlled Environment by Shelley Durocher-Nesta, UConn; Seed Sources, Dioecy, Feminized Seed, and Pollen 
Drift: Things to Consider by Jessica Lubell-Brand, UConn; Regulatory Update by Carole Briggs and Wayne Kasacek, 
CT Dept. of Agriculture; and Pre-harvest Sampling and Testing by Wayne Nelson, CT Dept. of Agriculture. The 
conference was attended by 170 current and prospective hemp growers. Forty-seven participants (~28%) completed the 
evaluation form. Of those that completed the evaluation forms, 85% rated Excellent or Good for the amount of new 
information they learned at the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hemp Production Growers Meeting on June 26, 2019 at UConn Tolland County Extension Center (Photos by 
MacKenzie White) 

 
Cut Flower Growers Workshop. January 8, 2019. Scout Hall, East Windsor, CT 
Organizer: Mary Concklin, Extension Educator and Ana Legrand, Assistant Extension Professor 
 
The first annual Cut Flower Growers Workshop was held with 93 in attendance. This workshop was for experienced 
growers, beginning growers, as well as those interested in pursuing this crop. Evelyn Lee, Butternut Gardens, 
Southington, CT spoke about Logistics of growing cut flowers; Bouquet making and vase design; What the 

Great food, well-organized, super presenters, this made the trip from upstate NY worth it! 
 

It is the wave of the future.  We are already using BCAôs and always good to have more 

information and maybe switch to BCAôs totally.  
 

I am an extension educator and I always come to this conference when I can.  This program 

is always high quality and this year was no exception.  
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industry/markets are calling for; and Specific flower run-down. 57% of attendees responded to the evaluation with 
94.4% indicating this was a very good to excellent workshop. 
 

 
 

UConn Extensionôs Vegetable & Small Fruit Conference. January 7, 2019, Maneeleyôs 
Conference Center, South Windsor, CT 
Mary Concklin (Chair), Shuresh Ghimire, Leanne Pundt, Ana Legrand  
 
This annual conference, attended by 278 growers and industry members, featured 9 presentations by growers Andre 
Cantelmo, Heron Pond Farm South Hampton, NH; Sal Gilbertie, Gilberties Petite Edibles, Easton, CT; Evelyn Lee, 
Butternut Gardens, Southport, CT; Bruce Gresczyk Jr, Gresczyk Farms, New Hartford, CT;  Michele Collins Fairweather 
Acres, Rocky Hill, CT; and Randy Perham, Bishops Orchards, Guilford, CT; Industry member Carolyn Ahern, Green Tree 
Risk Management; University Extension and research members Kathy Demchak, Penn State University, Dr. Yolanda 
Chen, University of Vermont, and Dr. Becky Sideman, University of New Hampshire. The trade show attracted 33 vendors 
featuring plants and products applicable to vegetable and fruit growing, as well as USDA agencies, UConn and the CT 
Department of Agriculture. 
 
114 attendees completed the evaluation form - 86% indicated the conference was good to excellent; 88% indicated they 
learned something that would help them improve crop production practices or crop quality; 88% indicated they improved 
their understanding of pest management; 68% learned something to improve the farmôs marketing or profitability, and 
55% indicated they plan to adopt a new practice in the 2019 season based on information learned at the conference. 
 

 
 

 

Vegetable IPM Program 
Program Leader: Shuresh Ghimire, Assistant Extension Educator 

 

Weekly Vegetable Pest Alert  
Weekly vegetable pest alerts focusing on pests, pest management and decision-making, and safe pesticide use were 
delivered to over 550 subscribers via the UConn Extension Vegetable IPM Program listserv from May through September 
2019. These pest alerts are also posted on UConn IPM website Vegetable Pest Messages.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black rot symptom on a cabbage leaf  
(Photo: Shuresh Ghimire) 

Spinach leafminer injury and larva (Photos: Shuresh Ghimire)  

 

Excellent speaker! 
 

We learned a great deal to use in our business. 

 

Great job. It was nice to hear someone talk about microgreens with a story about his farm 

from start through today. 
 

We learned a great deal to use in our business. 

 

http://ipm.uconn.edu/pa_vegetable/pestMessages.php
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Mashantucket Pequot Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program  

The relationship between the tribe and the University of Connecticut has been strengthened as a result of activities of this 
project, resulting in increased participation of tribal members at the Extension programs offered by UConn. This project 
continued to employ two youth for the Train-the-Trainer program for the sustainable vegetable and farming operation, 
where they actively participated in the vegetable course taught from Nov 2018 to April 2019, farming activities, and 
training other youth in their community. This is an important impact of the project as the youth are the future for the tribe, 
and training them on modern agricultural practices taught by UConn Extension, while also learning the tribal agricultural 
traditions, taught by tribal elders is a key goal of this project.  
 
UConn Team Members: Shuresh Ghimire (April 2019-present), Mary Concklin (2017-April 2019), Joseph Bonelli, and 
Miriah Kelly.   Funding: USDA-FRTEP  

UConn Extension educators work with members of the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation in a high tunnel 

(Photo: Shuresh Ghimire) 

 

Fruit IPM 
Program Leader: Mary Concklin, Extension Educator an IPM Coordinator 

 

iPiPE ï CT Grape Component completed its second IPM project year working with 13 CT grape growers. iPiPE 

(Integrated Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education) is an information databasing program that promotes 
sharing of pest observations by growers, extension staff, interns and industry members via the iPiPE website 
(http:ipipe.zedxinc.com).  A major component of this project involved hiring two UConn students, Casey Lambert and 
Evan Lentz, who learned grape pests and effective management strategies, scouting techniques, economic thresholds, 
IPM techniques, and general grape growing during their first year and continued to apply that knowledge with13 vineyards 
on a weekly basis in 2019.  They also uploaded their observations to the iPiPE website.  The interaction with the growers 
was beneficial to the students as well as the growers, and they were able to see first-hand the impact of an effective 
Extension program. At the 2019 National iPiPE Participant Meeting in Raleigh NC, Casey Lambert and Evan Lentz 
received the Award of Excellence for Stakeholder Engagement.  
Funding: USDA-NIFA through NC State University. 
 

Scaling Up: Beginning Farmer and Rancher Program 
Fifty-six growers attended 4 Beginning Farmer classes covering Tree fruit production for Small Scale Farming, Small fruit 
Production, and Pesticide Safety (twice) held in Killingly, Simsbury, Bethel and Mansfield. Evaluations were conducted 
after each program. 100% of the attendees indicated they now have more comprehensive information on growing fruit 
including site selection & preparation, varieties, planting & care, pests and pest management, IPM, and harvesting. 100% 

Once this grant came, we started working with UConn Extension Educators. There has been a substantial 
gain in the knowledge and skills regarding growing food, writing a business plan, nutrition, and health. 
Jeremy Whipple, a MPTN member. 
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of the attendees indicated they have a better understanding how to appropriately choose, safely apply and properly store 
pesticides, while 89% indicated they are better able to identify pesticides that work or do not work for their crops. 
Funding: USDA-BFRP. UConn Team members: Mary Concklin, Jiff Martin and German Cutz 
 

CT Ag Wellness Summit 
Two summits were held in 2019 to address the growing mental health crisis in the farming community. A Farmer Stress 
Support Workshop for agricultural service providers was held May 8, 2019 at Maneeleyôs Conference Center, South 
Windsor with 80 attending. Speakers included Dan Welch, Cornell covering the Michigan State University curriculum, 
Andrea Duarte, CT Dept of Mental Health Prevention and Addiction Services, and Heather Spada, Suicide Prevention 
System Manager with CT NCSP Initiative covering CT resources. Joan Nichols, CT Farm Bureau and Willow Lake, CT 
Dept of Agriculture, provided QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) training. Both are certified trainers. 80% of attendees 
expressed quite a bit or a lot of confidence communicating with someone experiencing stress; 81.5% indicated they 
understand the warning signs of suicide; and 79% felt confident on where to send people for help. 
 
A second workshop, CT Ag Wellness Summit: Helping You to Help Others was held on December 5, 2019 and was 
attended by 70 farmers, farm family members, veterinarians and agricultural service providers. QPR training was offered 
at the end of the day. Presentations on understanding human behavior, controlling the controllables, and CT resources 
and awareness were made by Dr. Jennifer Quammen, Jon Jaffe, and Andrea Duarte. A networking activity with small 
groups was effective in sharing methods for dealing with stress as a way to help others and gather ideas for themselves. 
100% of the attendees indicated on the evaluation they learned something that will help them. 96.4% felt the summit was 
good to excellent  
 
A website has been developed with information for the farming community (http://ctfarmrisk.uconn.edu/agstress.php), and 

Farmer Stress Support business cards were developed and made available at these and several other grower programs 
throughout the year.  
 
This was a collaborative effort of UConn Department of Extension and Department of Plant Science & LA, USDA-RMA, 
CT Department of Agriculture, CT Farm Bureau, Farm Credit East, CT Veterinary Medical Association and CT NOFA. 
UConn Team Members: Mary Concklin, Joseph Bonelli, MacKenzie White, Nancy Barrett. 
 
Funding: UConn Dept of Extension, USDA-RMA, CT Farm Bureau, Farm Credit East, CT NOFA, CT Veterinary Medical 
Association, and Tufts Veterinary Field Service. 

  

Happy to hear about beneficial insects including leaving some food (pests) for them. 
 

The presentation was an eye opener to the toxicity of pesticides and will have an effect on how I use them. 
 

 

Really fabulous summit! 
 

Having an environment to discuss this topic is amazing and important, and Iôm so appreciative of having 
it! 
 

I liked the group activity which encouraged discussion and sharing of ideas. 
 

The networking activity was surprisingly helpful. It was a really good discussion. 

http://ctfarmrisk.uconn.edu/agstress.php
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One-on-One IPM training: One-on-one fruit IPM training involved a classroom and hands-on pruning workshop 

attended by 18 growers plus season long training involving 21 new and experienced fruit growers with different needs and 
backgrounds. Participants learned about plant care from planting through subsequent years, nutritional requirements of 
fruit plants, pest life cycles, scouting techniques, trapping and economic thresholds, identification of beneficial insects, and 
effective management strategies.  
Funding: USDA-NIFA-CPPM, USDA-NIFA-BFRP 
 

Fruit Message: 116 fruit messages were emailed to 474 fruit growers and 

industry members in 2019 covering pest information, management strategies, 
cultural practices, meetings and educational programs. Most of the messages  are 

available at the IPM website 
(http://ipm.uconn.edu) 
 
George Hamilton from UNH calibrating 
orchard sprayer at Belltown Hill 
Orchards, South Glastonbury, during 
grower field day June 4, 2019 
(Photo: Mary Concklin) 

Mary Concklin leading pruning workshop 
    

Invasive Species IPM Program 
Program Leader: Victoria Wallace, Associate Extension Educator  

 

Invasive Plants: A Growing Concern 
IPM methods can be used to control invasive plants in residential properties, communities, and natural and managed 
landscapes.  The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) is a consortium of members of environmental 
organizations and affiliates of municipal and state agencies whose mission is to promote awareness of invasive plants 
and their non-invasive alternatives.  CIPWGôs news and events list serve has approximately 920 members.  The CIPWG 
website provides information on invasive plant identification and management, the Connecticut list of invasive plants, 
photos, native plant and other non-invasive alternatives, and legislative updates.  CIPWG exhibits were displayed, 
invasive plant talks were presented, invasive plant educational materials were provided, and/or invasive plant 
management activities occurred at local, statewide, and regional events during 2018.  A minimum of 450 invasive plant 
activities in 35 Connecticut towns reached over 33,930 Connecticut citizens, including agency and municipal staff.  A 
minimum of 3,900 hours of intensive invasive plant training sessions and management activities was provided, as well as 
technical educational outreach. 

                                   
Invasive Insects: Lily Leaf Beetle 
Victoria Wallace replaced Donna Ellis as the Principal Investigator for a USDA APHIS biological control project for lily leaf 
beetle, a serious pest of lilies and other herbaceous ornamental plants.  Ms. Wallace supervised UConn Master Gardener 
Coordinator Gail Reynolds, who recruited private landowners and businesses that grow or sell lilies to participate in the 
applied research project.  One species of lily leaf beetle biological control agents (Tetrastrichus setifer) was introduced 
onto lilies during 2019, the final year of the project.  Over 1,500 beneficial insects have been released into the 8 
Connecticut counties to date.  Multiple sites have been confirmed where parasitized lily leaf larvae have been confirmed in 
the state since the project began, indicating the gradual establishment of the parasitoids and their dispersal from release 
sites.  An updated fact sheet and an infographic for lily leaf beetle biological control are available on the IPM website.  The 
introduction and establishment of biological control agents to reduce populations of lily leaf beetle provide a sustainable 
method of managing this important ornamental plant pest to help protect Connecticut agriculture. 

 
                                                          
Gail Reynolds releasing 
beneficial parasitoids.              
(Left photo) 
 

Adult lily leaf beetle.   
(Right photo) 

 
(Photos: Donna Ellis) 

 

 

http://ipm.uconn.edu/
http://www.cipwg.uconn.edu/
http://www.cipwg.uconn.edu/
http://www.ipm.uconn.edu/
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Greenhouse IPM 
Program Leader: Leanne Pundt 

 
Season Long Hands-on Training 2019 
Bedding plants, edibles (vegetable and herb transplants, greenhouse vegetables grown for production), ornamental 
herbaceous perennials, hemp and poinsettias are grown under cover in greenhouses.  This diversity of crops and 
associated pests and diseases makes biologically-based pest management challenging.  Implementing biological control 
is complex due to multiple crops and pests, so a long learning curve among growers is common.  
 
In 2019, 11 businesses participated in the Greenhouse IPM Program. Eighty-one percent were using biological controls, 
including biological fungicides, beneficial nematodes, and biological control agents.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia crop grown with the use of biological controls.   (Photos by Leanne Pundt) 
  
111 training sessions were conducted, to wholesale and retail greenhouses with 1,566,088 square ft. of intensive 
greenhouse production and 1,021,000 square ft. of outdoor container production.   
 
Those not participating in direct hands on training were reached via diagnostic trouble shooting grower visits (30), phone 
calls, emails and text messages.    

 

Pest Messages 
28 pest messages were sent out via email to 290 growers and allied members of the ornamental horticulture industry and 
posted on the UConn IPM website. http://ipm.uconn.edu/pa_greenhouse/pestMessages.php 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just wanted to say thanks for all the work youôve done on the fact sheets for UConn IPM. I am pretty new 
in the world of biocontrol and plant protection, and they have been great learning tools for me.  

Alec Blume, Sound Horticulture, Bellingham, WA 

 

Thanks to you Leanne, always a learning experience for all of us.  Appreciate your help and expertise!  
 

It helped us find some issues and gain control before they became more of a problem.  It also helped 
me with positive identification that I was able to pass along to more of the staff. 
 

I would like thank you for all the guidance and information that you provided the interns and me this 
year. I always receive a new piece of information that helps me keep the crops on track for that 

excellent product.  

http://ipm.uconn.edu/pa_greenhouse/pestMessages.php
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Bedding Plants ï Spring 2019, statewide program, held in two locations, on January 29th in Torrington, CT 
and February 14th in Vernon, CT  
 
These programs featured speakers covering Watering: Air and Water Balance in the Root-Zone by Dr. Rosa Raudales, 
Greenhouse Extension Specialist, UConn; Root Rots, Mildews, and Blights by Dr. Yonghao Li, plant pathologist from 
CAES; Pesticide Formulations by Candace Bartholomew, Pesticide Safety Educator, UConn Extension; Update on 
Managing Insects and Mites by Leanne Pundt, Extension Educator, UConn Extension and Juan Carlos Garcia, graduate 
student, Department of Plant Science and LA, UConn.  
 
66 attended. Of those that filled out evaluation forms, 100% rated the conference as useful to very useful, 94% were very 
or moderately likely to adopt a new practice as a result of attending these programs.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School IPM Program 
Program Leader: Victoria Wallace, Associate Extension Educator  

 
The Connecticut School IPM Coalition was formed as the result of a statewide ban on the use of pesticides for daycare 
facilities and K-8 schools.  Coalition members developed and presented educational workshops for school grounds and 
athletic field managers and their staff on maintaining grounds and fields without the use of pesticides.  Assessment tools 
and methods to determine the impact of the management and quality of school grounds and athletic fields have been 
developed to better serve school grounds managers.  The state of Connecticut requires the use of an IPM plan for care of 
all school grounds and athletic fields, even if the school managers are obligated to manage and care for these properties 
without the use of pesticides.   

UConn IPM Program team members who were active in the Connecticut School IPM Coalition during 2019 included 
Victoria Wallace and Alyssa Siegel-Miles.  A day-long educational workshop, devoted to the subject of biological Control 
for School Grounds, was held in Storrs, CT on August 14, 2019, attended by 41 school and municipal employees and 
landscape professionals.  Attendees learned about microbes and nematodes in turfgrass, biocontrol demonstration case 
studies of two CT school landscapes, turf insect biocontrol, biofungicides for two turfgrass diseases (Dollarspot and Red 
Thread), and strategies to enhance efficacy of Gray Leaf Spot, as well as a legislative update.  Pesticide credits were 
awarded. 

96% of the attendees who completed the evaluation forms stated that they were more knowledgeable about grounds 
management options because of the program and would manage their athletic fields and landscapes differently due to 
what they learned.  100% of the attendees rated the program as good to excellent.  The respondents increased their 

Always a wonderful program. 
 

Keep up the greenhouse info, thank you, UConn. 
 

Speakers especially helpful and informative.   
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understanding about managing school grounds without pesticides and biological control options by 38%.

  

 

 

 
As part of Year 2 of the current IPM grant, UConn faculty collaborated with two New London County schools, Lyman High 
School in Lebanon, and Ledyard High School in Ledyard, CT to examine the use of biological control agents as a 
sustainable, non-chemical IPM method to reduce pest populations in CT school landscapes.  The two locations served as 
ñdemonstration gardensò to teach school grounds managers, students, and teachers about biological control and the care 
of pollinators and other beneficial insects.  
 
Banker plants (which support pollinators and beneficial insects) were installed to supplement existing gardens.  Students 
at both locations installed the plants after hearing a presentation about biocontrol and learning why the specific plants 
were selected.  Students at Ledyard High School also watered and maintained the plants throughout the growing season, 
while A. Siegel-Miles maintained the plants at Lebanon High School.  
 
V. Wallace supervised the project.  A. Siegel-Miles monitored the banker plants at both locations to check for problem 
insect pests and the populations of the introduced biological agents.  Problem insect pests were found on existing plant 

Left: Attendees listen to a presentation on Turf Insect BioControl by Olga Kostromytska of University of 
Massachusetts. (Photo by Alyssa Siegel-Miles) 

Right: Victoria Wallace and Alyssa Siegel-Miles present ñBiocontrol Demonstration Case Studies of Two 

Connecticut Schools.ò (Photo by Laura Jones) 

Students at Ledyard High School plant annuals that attract and support beneficial insects (left, middle). 
Photos: Alyssa Siegel-Miles. A. Siegel-Miles releases Neoseiulus fallacis (right). Photo: Donna Ellis. 

 
 

Thank you! I appreciate the opportunity to learn from people who care. 
 

I enjoyed the focus on the single topic for the dayôs workshop.  It allows for a deeper understanding of 
the topic at hand. Thanks for a great program. 
 

Very informative.  I will definitely incorporate the information about biocontrol products for grub and 
tick control into my turf management program.   

Workshop Attendees 


